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Members’ Meetings Explore the 
Myths and Mountains of Western China 


Dr. Edwin Bernbaum will present 
a Slide lecture on April 8 and 9 
describing his travels and research 
through western China, exploring 
the mysterious mountains, deserts, 
and oases of the ancient Silk Route 
in relation to the myths, religions, 
history, and peoples of the area. 
The ruined city of Khocho in the 
Turfan Depression; Tunhuang with 
its treasure trove of early texts and 
arts; Khotan, the source of jade 
for ancient China and focal point 
of numerous myths and legends; 
and the Buddhist caves of Kizil at 
the foot of the Tien Shan mopn- 
tains are some of the fascinating 
archaeological sites that Dr. Bern- 
baum will share with members of 
the Academy. His slides will also 
provide a vivid picture of the life 
and customs of the Uighur and 
Kirghiz people who live in the 
region today. The lecture will 
recount a journey by camel 
caravan through uninhabited 
mountains to the northern foot of 
K2, the second highest mountain 
in the world — a mountain so 


remote that it has no local name. 

The author of “The Way to 
Shambhala” and the author/ 
photographer of the “Art of Tibet 
Calendar,’ Edwin Bernbaum holds 
a Ph.D. in Asian Studies from the 
University of California Berkeley. 
His articles and photographs have 
appeared in Natural History Maga- 
zine, the Himalayan Calendar, and 
many other publications. He has 
lectured at the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, and the American Museum 
of Natural History; this is his fifth 
lecture at the Academy. 

Members’ Meetings are April 8 
at 2:00 and 8:00 p.m. and April 9 
at 8:00 p.m. in Morrison Auditori- 
um. Members should have their 
membership cards available to 
show at the door. 


Be Sure to Save the Date! On 
May 20 and 21 the Academy will 
hold its annual Open House for 
members. This popular event will 
take the place of the May Mem- 
bers’ Meeting. 


Maya Lords 
of the Jungle 


The ancient Maya, whose civiliza- 
tion arose, flourished, and 
vanished in less than one thou- 
sand years, will be discussed by 
Dr. John B. Carlson in a slide 
lecture on Friday, April 3 at 8:00 
p.m. Painstaking excavations and 
exacting research have begun to 
reveal a fascinating picture of this 
early civilization. Dr. Carlson will 
discuss recent discoveries, includ- 
ing the 13th century Grolier 
Codex, which have given scholars 
new clues to Maya life. 

Dr. Carlson is director of The 
Center for Archaeoastronomy at 
the University of Maryland and 
conducts research in the fields of 
extragalactic astronomy and 
archaeoastronomy. 

Tickets are $3 for Academy 
members and $4 for non-members 
and will be sold at the door begin- 
ning at 7:15 p.m. the evening of 
the lecture. For information call 
the Special Programs Office at 
(415) 750-7222. 


Symposium on 
Marine 
Pharmacology 


“Biomedical Importance of Marine 
Organisms” will be the subject of 
a symposium at the Academy from 
April 30 through May 2. Pro- 
fessionals from throughout the 
United States and the Pacific 
region will gather to discuss the 
growing role that marine products 
play in pharmacological research. 
The symposium will offer an 
important forum for communica- 
tion among representatives from 
government, industry, and aca- 
deme and will consider how ad- 
vances in theory and technology 
affect prospects for the future. 

Fees are $25 for students, $60 
for members of the Academy and 
$75 for non-members. For a com- 
plete schedule of speakers and a 
registration form call the Special 
Programs Office of the Academy at 
(415) 750-7219. 


Masayuki Koga, recognized in 
Japan as one of the finest masters 
of the Shakuhaci flute, will be 
joined by kotoist Michiyo Harada 
for an evening of enchanting 
Japanese music on Tuesday, April 
28 at 8:00 p.m. in the fourth pro- 
gram of Morrison Planetarium’s 
Spring Concert Series. Under the 


of Anthropology 


Dr. Linda S. Cordell has joined the 
California Academy of Sciences as 
the new Chairman of the Anthro- 
pology Department. Formerly 
Professor and Chairman of An- 
thropology at the University of 
New Mexico, Dr. Cordell was 
attracted to the Academy by its 
excellent core collection of ethno- 
graphic materials and by a per- 
sonal desire to interact with a 
wide range of people with 
interests in Anthropology. A 
graduate of George Washington 
University in Washington D.C., she 
earned her Ph.D. at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara and 
has focused her research on the 
pre-history of the Southwest, 
especially the Pueblo Indians from 
1300-1540. 

Dr. Cordell has already begun to 
implement her plans for the 
department: to expand the use of 
the collections by the depart- 
ment’s research associates; to 
develop programs with University 
of California Berkeley and San 
Francisco State University training 
student interns in collection 
management, use, and conserva- 
tion; and to work with her Acade- 


Japanese Master Musician Performs 
in the Planetarium 


Academy Welcomes New Chairman 


star-filled dome of the Planetari- 
um, the musicians will perform a 
program of traditional music on 
Shakuhaci flute and koto, an 
instrument with 13 silk strings 
which is considered the national 
instrument of Japan. 

The final concert in the Spring 
Series is Hatsegana playing lively 
eastern European music on 
May 12. 

Tickets for each concert are $5 
for members and $7 for non- 
members and may be purchased 
by sending a check payable to the 
California Academy of Sciences to 
Morrison Planetarium, Academy of 
Sciences, Golden Gate Park, San 
Francisco, CA 94118. For informa- 
tion call (415) 750-7127. 


my colleagues on developing 
interdisciplinary approaches to 
exhibits. 

When asked about the role of 
Anthropology in our industrialized 
society, Dr. Cordell observed, “I 
think Anthropology is crucial in 
today’s world. In the heterogen- 
eous urban areas in which we live, 
real understanding of other peo- 
ple’s value systems, beliefs, and 
customs is essential. In addition, 
as our world develops a 
homogeneous economy, we are in 
danger of knowing or depending 
on only one way of doing some- 
thing. Anything that decreases our 
Options potentially weakens us, 
turns us into possible dinosaurs. 
Anthropology ensures that we 
maintain our knowledge of the 
diverse ways human beings do 
things and the diverse ways 
human beings behave.” 

She has plunged into her job 
with great enthusiasm and is 
already overseeing the refurbish- 
ment of Wattis Hall, directing a 
14-week course on Anthropology 
for the Docents, and planning to 
lead a members’ tour to the South- 
west in October. 


The Himalayas: 
Their History, 
Culture and Myths 


The Himalayas: Their History, 
Culture and Myths will be beauti- 
fully portrayed in a free slide 
lecture by Dr. Siddiq Wahid on 
Thursday, April 23 at 8:00 p.m. 
Known as the “Roof of the 
World,” this dramatic region is the 
home of colorful, ancient cultures 
which, until recently, were 
unaffected by the outside world. 
Dr. Wahid will lead a one hour 
journey through this area, explain- 
ing its ancient Hindu and Budd- 
hist traditions, including Bhutan’s 
Tsechu Festival, an annual four-day 
event with masked dance-dramas. 
Dr. Wahid, a native of Ladakh, 
has lived in Tibet, Kashmir and 
Darjeeling and now makes his 
home in New Delhi. He earned his 
doctoral degree at Harvard in the 
field of Central Asian and Tibetan 
Civilization and is the author of 
“Ladakh: Between Earth and Sky.” 


Birds — From the 
Beginning 


“The Origin of Birds and the Evo- 
lution of Flight,’ number eight of 
the Memoirs of the California 
Academy of Sciences is now avail- 
able for purchase. The soft-bound, 
illustrated volume contains the 
proceedings of the symposium 
held at the Academy in June 1984. 
The work is edited by Dr. Kevin 
Padian and contains articles by 
Drs. Jacques Gauthier, Walter J. 
Bock, John H. Ostrom, and C.J. 
Pennycuick. This volume and 
many other scientific publications 
of the Academy can be purchased 
in the Academy Store. To order by 
mail send a check for $12.95 (plus 
6% % sales tax for California resi- 
dents) payable to California Acade- 
my of Sciences to the Publications 
Department, Academy of Sciences, 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, 
CA 94118. For information call 
(415) 750-7116 on weekday 
mornings. 


Meet the 
“Ask Me’ Team 


Visitors to the Academy are getting 
a helping hand from an enthusias- 
tic group of students called the 
“Ask Me” team. Seven students 
from San Francisco High Schools 
have been trained to provide 
museum visitors with on-the-spot 
information and assistance. In 
addition to the help they give the 
museum, the young people gain 
experience in public service and 
an enrichment in the natural 
sciences. They have already given 
a friendly helpful hand to lost chil- 
dren and have lightened the load 
of the guards. 

Funding for this program is 
provided by the San Francisco 
Mayor’s Youth Fund, the Mary 
Crocker Trust Fund, the Stulsaft 
Foundation and the McKesson 
Foundation. 


Sunday Classics 


On Sunday, May 3 at 2:00 p.m. the 
San Francisco Park and Recreation 
Orchestra will present a free con- 
cert in Wattis Hall of Man. Under 
the direction of guest conductor 
Richard Rosenburg the orchestra 
will perform a program of classical 
music for the enjoyment of all 
museum visitors. 


Something New Under the Sun: Solar Voyage 


Take a close look at the Sun with 
your eyes wide open during 
“Solar Voyage” the Planetarium’s 
current sky show. With thermo- 
nuclear reactions at the center 
creating a temperature of 27 mil- 
lion degrees Fahrenheit, the Sun 
energizes life on Earth, 93 million 
miles away. “Solar Voyage” will 
shed new light on sun spots, solar 
winds, coronal holes, and other 
phenomena of the nearest star — 
our Sun. “Solar Voyage’ takes 
place through June 21 on week- 
days at 2:00 p.m. and weekends at 
1:00, 2:00, 3:00, and 4:00 p.m. 
Members who wish to use their 
complimentary passes should 
check in at the Planetarium Box 


Up, Up and Away 


On Monday, April 6 at 10:30 a.m. 
the sky above the Academy will be 
filled with 1,500 weather balloons 
as children from 16 San Francisco 
elementary schools help launch 
National Science and Technology 
Week. Hundreds of thousands of 
helium-filled balloons, each 
marked with the name of the child 
who released it, the date and loca- 
tion of the launch, will be released 
simultaneously across the United 
States. Finders are requested to fill 
out and return an attached card to 
the American Geological Institute 
to provide data on wind patterns. 
Several weeks later the returned 
cards will be sent to the schools 
who launched them to provide a 
very personal lesson on air cur- 
rents. In addition to providing 
teaching opportunities about 
weather and map reading, the 
National Balloon Launch draws at- 
tention to the need for dynamic 
education in science and technol- 
ogy in America schools. 

The event is sponsored by the 
National Science Teachers Associa- 
tion and the National Weather 
Service. For information call the 
Academy Education Office at (415) 
750-7100. 


Office at least ten minutes before 
the show begins. 

“Exploring the Skies of the Sea- 
son” shows you what’s up in the 
current night skies. The Planetar- 
ium’s huge star projector reveals 
constellations and phases of the 
Moon that are often hidden by 
clouds and city lights. This month 
the Big Dipper and Leo the Lion 
are prominent and Mars is located 
in Taurus in the evening sky. 
“Exploring the Skies of the 
Season’ is shown on Saturdays 
and Sundays at 1:00 noon. 

All Planetarium shows are 
presented live; the lecturer is avail- 
able after the show to answer 
questions about astronomy. 


Share in the 
Tradition 


Khadra International Folk Ballet 


The inhabitants of the Bay Area 
reflect the rich cultural diversity 
of the world. Each Saturday in 
Wattis Hall a free Traditional Arts 
program brings a member of a 
different cultural group to share 
music, dance, handcrafts, food or 
some other part of their ethnic 
folkways with museum visitors. 
The programs are funded by a 
grant from the Paul L. and Phyllis 
Wattis Foundation. All programs 
begin at 1:00 p.m. 

April 4 — Robert Lomadapkie, 
from Third Mesa in Arizona, 
demonstrates the silver overlay 
and inlay techniques of Hopi 
Indian jewelry. Each piece has a 
cultural significance beyond body 
adornment; for example, the 
colors of inlaid polished stones re- 
late symbolically to birth, life, and 
death in the Hopi belief system. 
April 11 — Khadra International 
Folk Ballet presents a selection of 
dances from the Ukraine, Russia, 
Poland, Soviet Georgia, Hungary, 
Romania, and rural Appalachia, 
with its exuberant clogging. Narra- 
tion centers on the adaptation of 
authentic folk costume for the 
stage. 

April 18 — Mae Tso, visiting the 
Bay Area from Big Mountain in 
Arizona, weaves a distinct regional 
style of Navajo blanket typical of 
her reservation. The presentation 
will be in the Navajo language 
with interpreter. 

April 25 — Under the direction of 
Edward Godoshian, the Byzantine 
Chorale performs Armenian choral 
music, both secular and sacred, 
including songs for Easter. 


Spectal Exhibits 


Top of Batak 
shaman’s staff, 
Sumatra 


Susan Middleton 


“Selections from the Collections”’ 
displays interesting and unusual 
artifacts and specimens from the 
Academy’s research collections. A 
staff (pictured above) said to have 
wish-granting powers, a rare 
Samurai helmet, glittering minerals 
from around the world, a coveted 
Golden cowrie shell and a huge 
Atlas moth are among the 100 
selections from all of the research 
departments on display in Lovell- 
White Hall through May 10. This 
exhibition is partially funded by 
Fireman’s Fund Insurance Com- 
pany Foundation. 

“Lightning!” continues to flash 
in Cowell Hall at regular intervals. 
This lively exhibit with its comic 
book style educates visitors to the 
power of lightning while offering 
safe hands-on experiences. A 
60,000 volt spark generated by a 
“crank-n-spark”’ machine, a plas- 
masphere with eerie waves of 
light, and flashes of lightning and 
rolling thunder make this a strik- 
ing lesson in science. Lightning!, 
funded in part by Pacific Gas & 
Electric, can be seen through 
June 14. 

“Connecting Threads: High- 
landers of Laos” depicts life in the 
mountain villages of Laos. 
Organized by Laotian Handcraft 
Center in Berkeley, this photo- 
graphic exhibit shows the diverse 
traditional art forms that integrate 
hilltribe life in Laos. (Contem- 
porary works by local members of 
the Hmong and Mien tribes, can 
be seen and purchased at the 
Academy Store.) “Connecting 
Threads” can be seen in Lower 
Cowell Gallery through June 14. 


The Southwest Shines in 1987! 


The American Southwest offers a picture on every horizon with dark 
blue skies capping hills of crimson and gold. This year the Academy of 
Sciences offers two outstanding trips to the Southwest, one focusing on 
its fascinating natural history, the other on its rich Native American tra- 


ditions. 

Circle Z Ranch Natural 
History Program — May 15-24 
Circle Z Ranch in the southern 
Arizona foothills of the Santa Rita 
Mountains is a 4,500 acre ranch 
surrounded by national forests. 
During May the cacti are in full 
bloom and bird life is abundant. 
In this beautiful setting a staff of 
biologists will offer a comprehen- 
sive program on the area with lec- 
tures, demonstrations and field 
excursions. Susan Middleton, the 
Academy’s photographer, will 
offer pointers on capturing your 
trip on film. There will be time 
nearly every day for tennis, swim- 
ming, riding, hiking or visits to 
nearby attractions. 

The program is limited to 19 
persons, age 18 or older. The cost 
includes accommodations at the 
Ranch in a room with bath; three 
delicious meals a day and instruc- 
tion. The double occupancy rate 
per person is $1,376 (including a 
$200 tax deductible donation to 
the Academy) plus airfare from San 
Francisco to Tucson. The single 
supplement is $200. 

For reservations send a $300 per 
person deposit (there is a $50 can- 
cellation fee) to the Travel Office, 
California Academy of Sciences, 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, 
CA 94118. 


Canyons of Time 

A Tour to America’s Southwest 
September 20 - October 3 
Leader: Dr. Linda S. Cordell 


This superb expedition is planned 
to highlight the history, geology, 
archaeology, flora, and fauna of 
America’s Southwest. 

Transportation will vary to suit 
the terrain: small planes, four- 
wheel drive vehicles, comfortable 
vans, and rafts. 

The itinerary includes a flight 
through the Grand Canyon, visits 
to the Hopi Museum and Cultural 
Center, the Ruins of “White 
House” and “Antelope House” in 
Canyon de Chelly, Mesa Verdi’s 
wonderful Anasazi cliff dwellings, 
and spectacular scenery of Monu- 
ment Valley, Capitol Reef National 
Park, and Arches National Park. 
The tour concludes with a stay at 
a private camp in Canyonlands 
National Park. 

In this land of the Hopi and 
Navajo, we will drift from past to 
present, developing an intimate 
understanding of these rich and 
varied cultures. Members will 
enjoy lectures on Southwestern 
archaeology by Dr. Linda Cordell, 
Chairman of the Academy’s 
Anthropology Department. 

Costs are $2400 plus air fare to 
Flagstaff and from Grand Junction. 


Other 1987 Expeditions: 


Guatemala: Heartland of the 
Ancient Maya 

April 5-21 (wait list only) 
Leader: Dr. John Carlson 
$2100 land plus $498 air fare 


Papua New Guinea 
July 15 - August 6 
Leader: Dr. Pepper Trail 


Coastal Maine and the 
Bay of Fundy 
August 17 - September 1 


Archaeological Tour of Peru 
September 15-29 


Oriental Odyssey: 

Burma and Thailand 
November 2-24 

Leader: Dr. Daphne Fautin 


The Swiss and Italian Alps 
August 21 - September 6 (wait list 
only) 

Leader: Dr. Frank Almeda 

The Academy Travel Office would 
be happy to answer questions 
about these expeditions, call (415) 
(oO ade 


Young Audiences Brings the Classical 
Dance of South India to the Academy 


Peggy Skorpinski 


Aggie Brenneman 


Bharata Natyam, an ancient dance 
drama traditionally presented in 
Hindu temples as an integral part 
of ritual life, will be performed on 
Sunday, April 26 at 1:00 p.m. by 
The Classical Dance of South 
India ensemble. The elaborately 
costumed dancers display intricate 
footwork, enhanced by bells. 


Laserium Presents 
Rainbow Cadenza 


The dome of Morrison Planetari- 
um glows with patterns of drama- 
tic laser effects on Thursday 
through Sunday evenings. Using a 
powerful sound system and music 
that ranges from classical to the 
latest hits, Laserium offers four 
shows — “The Police,” “Pink 
Floyd II,” “LaserSpace,’ and the 
new show “Rainbow Cadenza’”’ 
featuring the timeless music of 
Beethoven, Bach, Tchaikovsky and 
other masters. This delightful 
show is an excellent introduction 
to classical music for young peo- 
ple. “Rainbow Cadenza”’ is shown 
on Saturdays and Sundays at 5:00 
p.m. 

Each show provides an exciting 
evening of light and sound for 
music lovers of all ages. (Shows are 
not recommended for children 
under six.) For a complete sched- 
ule of show times and titles call 
(415) 750-7138. 


Stylized movements and exagger- 
ated facial expressions interpret 
stories from Hindu mythology, 
honoring dieties such as Shiva and 
Lord Krisha. 

Youngsters in the audience will 
learn to tell a dramatic story using 
classical Indian hand gestures and 
will also participate in rhythm 
exercises using vocal syllables and 
hand clapping. Concluding with a 
dazzling traditional finale, this pro- 
gram illustrates the rhythmic 
excitement, emotional expression 
and visual poetry which have 
assured the survival of Bharata 
Natyam through the centuries. 

Young Audiences of the Bay 
Area, Inc. is a non-profit organiza- 
tion which sponsors performing 
arts programs for children. The 
entire family is welcome at these 
free presentations on the last Sun- 
day of each month in Wattis Hall 
of Man. Young Audiences pro- 
grams are funded by a grant from 
the McKesson Foundation, Inc. 


Adult Education 
Offers A Window 
on the World 


Open a window on the world of 
natural history by participating in 
the Adult Education program. 
Academy staff and other experts 
introduce members to the com- 
plex and beautiful world in which 
we live. Classes on The Golden 
Age of Telescopes (April 2-23), 
The Biology of Mammals: 
Behavior (May 7-28), and The 
Natural History of Insects (May 
4-20) explore nature in weekly or 
semi-weekly sessions at the 
Academy. A weekend at the Coast 
Range Preserve in Mendocino 
County (May 15-17) and a photog- 
raphy workshop at Point Reyes 
National Seashore (May 23-25) 
offer valuable learning experiences 
in beautiful surroundings. 

For information about these 
activities call the Adult Education 
Office at (415) 750-7100. 


Lifelong Safari 
Ends Soon 


“Lifelong Safari,’ the exhibit of 
brilliant color photographs by 
Academy Curator Dr. Edward S. 
Ross, is in its last month in Hoh- 
feld Gallery. While pursuing his 
entomological research in remote 
areas Of the world, Dr. Ross cap- 
tured on film not only the insects 
but also the people and places of 
six continents with a beautiful and 
graceful style that has earned him 
an international reputation. 
“Lifelong Safari’ can be seen 
through May 3. 


Discover the 
Discovery Room 


When was the last time you 
looked inside a whale’s mouth? or 
a moon box? or a wasp’s nest? 
These are just a few of the objects 
to be explored in the Academy’s 
Discovery Room, a hands-on 
exhibit area for “children of all 
ages.” 

Weekend visitors to the room 
know that it’s very popular — as 
many as 750 visitors may spend 
time there during the four hours it 
is open each day. Now the Discov- 
ery Room needs your help! Volun- 
teers are needed to staff the room 
on weekends from 11 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. to accommodate the 
many visitors. If you can find 
some weekend time to help this 
popular facility call the Volunteer 
Office at (415) 750-7154. 

And to enjoy your own adven- 
ture of discovery, a weekday visit 
will allow you to explore the 
room at your leisure. The Discov- 
ery Room is open weekdays from 
1 to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday afternoons. 
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April Blossoms with Activities 


“Maya Lords of the Jungle” lecture 8:00 p.m. 
Traditional Arts — Hopi jewelry 1:00 p.m. 


Weather balloon launch 10:30 a.m. 


3 
4 
4 Happy 134th Birthday to the Academy! 
6 
8 


The “Ask Me”’ team 
is now on duty to 
help visitors. 


Members’ Meeting — Western China 2:00 and 
8:00 p.m. 


Members’ Meeting 8:00 p.m. 

Traditional Arts — Khadra Folk Ballet 1:00 p.m. 
Traditional Arts — Navajo weaving 1:00 p.m. 
“The Himalayas” lecture 8:00 p.m. 


Traditional Arts — Byzantine Chorale 1:00 p.m. ‘ 
: Looking Ahead to May 
Young Audiences — Classical Dance of South 


India 1:00 p.m. 3, Concert of classical music 2:00 p.m. 
Planetarium Concert Series — Japanese music 20 Open House 
8:00 p.m. 21 Open House 


Symposium on Marin Pharmacology (through The May Newsletter will have a complete list of 
May 1) events. 


